ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY 


VOL. V, No. oN | \ \ S- 1950’ 


ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING 
ASSOCIATION OF HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


The Seventh Annual Meeting of the Association of Honorary Con- 
sultants to the Army Medical Library was held on Friday, 20 October 
1950, in Washington. 

Major General R. W. Bliss, Surgeon General of the Army, 
greeted the assembly at the opening session at the Library. General 
Bliss had recently returned from Korea and during the course of his 
remarks gave some fascinating sidelights on the work of the Army 
Medical Service there. He expressed his satisfaction with the new 
publication program of the Library, voiced his disappointment over 
the lack of progress toward obtaining a new building for the Library, 
and expressed his appreciation for the continued interest and support 
of the Honorary Consultants. 

Following the opening remarks by the President, Dr. Chauncey 
D. Leake, there were reports of various officers and committees. 
Colonel Harold W. Jones included in his Treasurer’s report an inter- 
esting summary of the Association’s role in the financing of the Incu- 
nabula Catalogue. Dr. Morris Fishbein reported for the Committee 
on Grants and Endowments, and Dr. Robert M. Stecher reported for 
the Acquisition Committee. Major Frank B. Rogers, in presenting 
the Annual Report of the Director, invited particular attention to sec- 
tions of the printed report which deal with the development of the new 
Current List of Medical Literature. 

Dr. Sanford V. Larkey summarized the activities of the Re- 
search Project in Medical Bibliography being carried on under his 
direction at the Welch Medical Library, Johns Hopkins University. 
Dr, Fishbein gave a brief account of the activities of the Surgeon Gen- 
eral’s Committee on Indexing, which had just held its ninth meeting 
the day before. 

The morning session closed with the reading of a paper by Mr. 
Joseph A, Groesbeck, Chief of the Library’ s Acquisition Division, on 
“Some Problems of Scope and Coverage.’ Mr. Groesbeck outlined 
the Library’s efforts to define more precisely its collecting policies. 
“This is an old library,’ ’-he said, ‘‘with a proud history and an ac- 
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past, as well as to serve the present and to anticipate future require- 
ments of medical investigators. We cannot, and we do not suggest 
that we should, ruthlessly apply the criteria for current collecting to 
that vast corpus assembled with skill and imagination and painstaking 
care by our predecessors. We can apply our yardstick only gingerly 
and always with historical sense when we are measuring the claim of 
yesterday’s book to inclusion in the Library.”’ 


The group had luncheon at the Officers’ Club, Army Medical Cen- 
ter, and the afternoon session followed at Sternberg Auditorium. For 
the first part of the session, the various Division Chiefs of the Library 
presented papers on current areas of interest. Miss M. Ruth Mac- 
Donald (Catalog Division) described the preparation of the Army Medi- 
cal Library Author Catalog 1950, with particular emphasis on anew and 
important feature of that Catalog, the subject index. Miss Estelle Brod- 
man (Reference Division) described some of the behind-the-scenes ac- 
tivities of the Library. Dr. William Jerome Wilson (History of Medi- 
icine Division) discussed, in a manner now serious and now hilarious, 
the rightful. place of ‘‘old’’ books in the Library’s collections. Mr. 
Seymour Taine (Current List Section) considered some of the problems 
inherent in a theory of subject-headings. 

Dr. Michael E. DeBakey then read a paper on ‘‘The Future of the 
Army Medical Library,’’ in which he described the events of the past 
few months revolving around the question of the Library’s position 
within the governmental structure, and in which he indicated in a gen- 
eral way his own feelings concerning the future sponsorship of the Li- 
brarv. This was followed by a spirited discussion period. 

The session concluded with the election of officers for the coming 
three years. Those elected were: 


President - Dr. Wilburt C. Davison 
Vice President - Dr. Henry R. Viets 
Treasurer - Dr. Robert M. Stecher 
Secretary - Mr. Thomas E, Keys 
Executive Committee Member - Dr. Edward H. Cushing 








The final session of the meeting was held in the evening at the 
Willard Hotel. Dr. Morris Fishbein acted as Toastmaster. Among 
‘the distinguished guests present were General and Mrs. P. I. Robinson, 
Admiral and Mrs. M. T. Willcutts, and General and Mrs. W. H. Powell, 
Jr. Dr. Leonard A, Scheele, Surgeon General of the Public Health 
Service, was the banquet speaker, taking as his subject ‘‘Medical Re- 
‘search and the Communication of Knowledge.’’ He described the re- 
search program of the Public Health Service, alluded to the primary 
publication problems to which the volume of research gives rise, and 
indicated how this in turn bears heavily on the problems of libraries 
and other institutions engaged in secondary publication. 
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BOSTON MEDICAL LIBRARY ANNIVERSARY 


Major Rogers attended the dinner in celebration of the 75th Anni- 
versary of the Boston Medical Library, held at the Hotel Kenmore in 
Boston on 18 October 1950. Dr. Henry R. Viets, Librarian of the Bos- 
ton Medical Library and the new Vice President of the Association of 
Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library, presided at the 
meeting, and Dr. Chauncey D. Leake, Vice-President of the University 
of Texas and retiring President of the Association of Honorary Consul- 
tants, was the after-dinner speaker. 


COMMITTEE ON INDEXING 


The ninth meeting of the Surgeon General’s Committee of Consul- 
tants for the Study of the Indexes to Medical Literature published by the 
Army Medical Library was held at the Welch Medical Library, Balti- 
more, on 19 October 1950. Dr. J. W. Perry, of the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, was a guest at the meeting, and spoke on ‘‘Coding 
for Machine Operations.’’ Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Dr. Williamina 
Himwich, and Miss Helen Field, of the Research Project staff, spoke on 
activities of the Project in the fields of coding for machine operations 
in medicine, subject heading studies, and statistical analyses of journal 
lists, 

Miss Janet Doe offered for discussion her paper on ‘‘Methods for 
Medical Indexing’’ which had been presented at.the last meeting of the 
Medical Library Association, Major Rogers outlined some problems 
in connection with the production of the Current List, and sought the 
advice and consultation of the Committee on proposed changes in sub- 
ject heading techniques and in coverage of material in journals selected 
for indexing. 





MR, TAYLOR AT DEMONSTRATION 


Mr. Kanardy L. Taylor witnessed a demonstration of facsimile 
reproduction equipment at the RCA Laboratories in Princeton, New 
Jersey, on 25 October. Other members of the group were representa- 
tives of the Library of Congress, the Atomic Energy Commission, and 
the National Institutes of Health. The complete demonstration of both 
machines - the scanner and the receiver - followed a brief period of 
discussion and explanation of the equipment, which is to be installed at 
Oak Ridge for a six-months experimental program as soon as finishing 
touches have been added. 

There would appear to be great possibilities in the library field 
for equipment of this type. 
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TALK BY MR, KEYS 


Mr. Thomas E, Keys, who recently was elected Secretary of the 
Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library, wag 
the after-dinner speaker in Chicago on 13 October at the third annual 
meeting of the Association of Blood Banks. His subject was “The 
Early History of Blood Transfusion.’ 


EXHIBIT 


The subject of the exhibit which will be on display at the Library. 
in November is ‘“‘Bethlem Hospital in Medical Literature.’ This will 
include the major contributions to psychiatry of the “‘Keepers-of-the- 
House of Bedlam’”’ and “‘Bedlam’’ conditions as depicted by famous 
artists. This month marks the anniversary of the birth of Alexander 
Monro, one of the earliest Keepers, and one of the people who put the 
hospital on a firm scientific basis. 


STAFF NOTES 


Mr. Joseph A. Groesbeck has been named the MLA representa- 
tive on the Joint Committee on the Union List of Serials, of which Mr, 
Wyllis E. Wright is Chairman. 


Miss Winifred A. Johnson was appointed Head of the Cataloging 
Section, Catalog Division, on 23 October. Since February 1946, Miss 
Johnson has served successively as Head of the Descriptive Cataloging 
Section, Acting Head of the Subject Cataloging Section, and Acting Head 
of the Combined Cataloging Section, 

Miss Johnson’s review of the ‘Rules for Descriptive Cataloging 
in the Library of Congress’’ appears in the October 1950 issue of 
College and Research Libraries. 





Mr. Seymour I, Taine, who has been Acting Editor since Sep- 
tember 1949, recently was made Editor of the Current List of Medical 
Literature, 


CHANGE IN HOURS 


Effective 1 January 1951, the Library’s Reading Room will be 
open during the following hours: 
Weekdays 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday 1 p.m, to 5 p.m. 


[THIS ISSUE OF THE NEWS IS No. 13 of VOLUME V; 
THE JANUARY 1951 ISSUE WILL BE No. 1, VOLUME VI J 














